13th.Dercember.2011.

Westminster Social Policy Forum and Westminster Forum Keynote Seminar.

Overseas House.  Park Place.

I attended this Conference, starting at 8.30am) and the Association was granted a free ticket.

From the AMIMB point of view, there was very little, if any, ‘hands on’ content, which meant it had very little relevance to the Association. This was not immediately evident from the publicity sheet which advertised the event. It was far too general.

This was a disappointment, as I had hoped to hear about how to deal with addicts and how they should be treated. This would have been of greater relevance to IMB members,

In the Chair for the first half was Caroline Lucas MP.  Green Party and for the second half, David Burrowes MP. Conservative. We heard from no less than about 13 speakers who were allocated between 10 and 35 mins, which time included questions. They spoke about their own particular organisations and very little as to how this applied to prisoners on a day to day basis. Much of the content was about the community at large and of no great interest to an IM.
Two possible useful names could be Gus Jaspert, Head of Drugs and Alcohol, Home Office and David Marteau, Section Head, Substance Misuse, Offender Health, Department of Health.
Altogether a disappointment, but this was because it was not realised that the actual contents of the Conference were not that appropriate.  However, I feel that being present did at least help to put the Association ‘on the map,’ and several people asked what it was for.
MFW.

PS. There are some information pamphlets, which will be available at the next meeting of the Executive.

